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memory he at times looked back upon "those far descended
Dutch meadows .... steeped in a Hindooish haze" and proud
of his name and his "double revolutionary descent/' he viewed
himself with Miltonic self-esteem as a "fine, proud, loving,
docile, vigorous boy." And there is no reason to suspect him
of perverting the truth. Behind these are "certain shadowy
reminiscences of wharves, and warehouses, and shipping,
which a residence in a seaport during early childhood had
supplied me." And with them he blended remembrances "of
winter evenings in New York, by the well-remembered sea-
coal fire, when my father used to tell my brother and me of
the monstrous waves at sea, mountain high; of the masts bend-
ing like twigs; and all about Havre, and Liverpool, and about
going up into the ball of St. Paul's in London. Indeed, dur-
ing my early life, most of my thoughts of the sea were con-
nected with the land; but with fine old lands, full of mossy
cathedrals and churches, and long, narrow crooked streets
without sidewalks, and lined with strange houses. And
especially I tried hard to think how such places must look on
rainy days and Saturday afternoons; and whether indeed they
did have rainy days and Saturdays there, just as we did here,
and whether the boys went to school there, and studied geog-
raphy and wore their shirt collars turned over, and tied with
a black ribbon; and whether their papas allowed them to wear
boots instead of shoes> which I so much disliked, for boots
looked so .manly."

Melville confesses here to a precocious exercise of the poetic
imagination: a type of imagination for which the consistent
disappointments of his life were to be the invariable penalty.
In the prosaic man, in Benjamin Franklin, for example, the
imagination does not, as it did with Melville, enrich the im-
mediate facts of experience with amplifications so vivid that
the reality is in danger of being submerged. In the prosaic
man, the imagination works in a safely utilitarian fashion,
combining images for practical purposes under the supervision
of a matter-of-fact judgment. And though it may indeed
bring the lightning from the clouds, it makes the transfer not
to glorify the firmament, but to discipline the lightning and          classical warning of the untrustworthiness of even the most
